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learner success
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A close look at the Framework
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teaching



How we are 
already using 
UDL in our 
teaching

Take a moment and answer the following 
questions:

What’s working?

What’s going really well in your 
classrooms/courses?



History of UDL

 Inspired by universal design concept from 
architecture and product development pioneered 
by Ron Mace in the 1980’s

 Curricula is designed for the mythical “average 
student” 

 Further inspired by a recognition that most 
learning was text heavy and learners’ reading skills 
didn’t support the tasks at hand



Universal 
Design for 
Learning 
(UDL)

Universal Design for Learning (UDL) is a 
research-based set of principles to guide the 
design of learning environments that are 
accessible and effective for all.



Universal 
Design for 
Learning 
(UDL)

 It is a framework to improve and optimize 
teaching and learning for all people based on 
scientific insights into how humans learn.



Universal 
Design for 
Learning 
(UDL)



Three learning 
networks



A look at the 
UDL 
Framework



Recognition 
network:

How we gather 
facts and 
categorize what 
we see, hear and 
read



Strategic 
network:

Planning and 
performing 
tasks, how we 
organize and 
express our ideas



Affective 
network: 

How learners get 
engaged and 
stay motivated



UDL Curricula
 The purpose of UDL curricula is to help student become 

expert learners.

 Curricula: Goals, methods, materials, assessments



Goal of UDL 
curricula is to 
help students 
become expert 
learners



A look at the 
UDL 
Framework



Getting 
Started with 
UDL

1. Things we can do immediately

2. Things that can be done with some time and effort

3. Things that can be done when you develop or update 
your courses



Wrap-up

Questions?

Comments?

Additional resources:

National Centre on Universal Design for 
Learning http://www.udlcenter.org

Centre for Applied Special Technology 
http://www.cast.org

http://www.udlcenter.org/
http://www.cast.org/

